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The Physics DepartC4'tnt' s SeiGt\O{ralih

When the then new P~8ie8 Buildinb, now £mownas Covell ..,.n,
vas built, in 1926-26~ & grounded pierisolatedtromthe restot tbe
buildinc vas con.trudee. in a basement rOaD antlclpatllij; the installation
01 e, ~1emo~r!...>n. TIle :~,r$t operat1nl. seismo,.r..! h station on the OreGon
:;)tut~ Collel.:e cuwiUS 'it_OIiJui.:t "'01 :.;r. .HarolJ. Vin: /U'C' o~ t11~~~.i.Y" 1.':8
De:)artment. 'I'llis consbtea ot two w'ood-Anderson iDst:1.U.Ut'ntfi wnici
Dr. ViD¥e.rd desit;nel<. an'6 built. b;, himselt 1n the 4'~sics sho?,.. '.I.'heaC,;
1m.t.rtoo...~n'C;..lere inatnll.K ana. irlut into continuoWl operction a.bout 1946.
This stat10n vasnotentlrel" satistactory bec"u8~ ...: i v vibr...t1onl.
caused. b) truC4i.. trl.tli.. 0... ).-lonrO\;,;t treet.
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As a result ot Dr. Vlr...~ard' Ii interest in l:ielsmoloi;Y, an", I,I:'b
stronb desire ot the seismologists ot tho Universitj ot Calitornl~ to haTe

a cooIleratinGstation, .. grant ot $8,000.00 11£"itatt. funds v obte.1lleu. with
which to buila. a ne station s includiL.b Cobuildint. T'hG Uni verei 1,.1 of
Cal1:ornir. sent a team. ot 'te1smolo{';letsto Corvallis to £\8&1at Dr. Vinyard
and Dr. Packard, then Dee.n ot BeleneG at O.S.C.. in locatint. I auitab1...
St/ot tor the station. A concrete buildlnr vu then erectec... in the bills
vest ot Corvallist by the PhysiceJ. .>lllnt tram j)lana develope" by Dr. Vinyard
and the Un1vera1t.j ot Calitornia groul under Dr. .i'errj' Byerly. Two three-
component sets ot Schlicter instruments were donated by the UniversitJ ot
Calitornia. one aet ot which has been U8e~ fram th~ time the station was

put into operation in 1950 until the installation ot new equipment by the
Department ot Oceenograp~ in 1961-62.

~ne Sch1icter instruments proved to be 8ensitiveand ~.ner8llJ
satisfactory excel t that they tended to be un.table Rnd to require a great
deal ot Dr. Vinyard.' s timfa to )tec them ln aO,Justmeni... This did not. how-
ever, impair their uaetulnesa as seismometers. The recordings,trom the
ok,tical system devised \'" Dr. V1~ar<S.. were excellent end tr;reatl.f ap..reclated
b) the Universi ty ot Calitornia gro\6,t' to ",hice ..D.C;' "'!re sent. <!aU..,'.

Shortly betore the 1nstaJ.l&-tion 01 t.Lt! neweqUi~ent by tl:le

DelJartment ot Oceanotlraphj, tne De"Jartment ot Physic," built a radio
tr6.IlSmitter an(L receiver nne.. .. codil:i£ 8y.tee.80 that the incidenceof an
earthq\.l.ai.ewould tr1gser the transmiadon of information to the I)nYliics
Build.1Lt" 80 that sOl'Ieone could so out ana. get tne recorda tor ee.rl;r re?Qrti~
rather than to vlidt until the regular t1J.le tOl cha.nsin~the photographic
paper.

In 1962-63 tn~ De~artment ot rhy£ies turnea over the seismograyhic
station to tUe Der :-t..Lcntot Oceanogro.ph.: b,,'causelID.extensive pro4~rWl in
seismology vas needel,o., ana belnt: develop.a, l~ tuat department.
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