
1'be Development 01 Rt,dio Station .:~OACin the

Department of fQysic8

The tint course in radio at Oregon Agricultural CoUeBe vu
g1ven in 1913-14 b7 the late ')r. will1bald Weniger t Protessor and Head ot
the Ph:,s~e8 De1,artment at th~t time. l'llf: course. ...hlch was designated
Wireless 'felegrapb.7, 222, YU Introducec:i. U t.t1tore8ult ot a reQ.uest, by
five students, tor such a course. A spark-t)'p8 tranam1tter V&8 built and
ore rated b;) t.b.e clu& on the Oregou State Cemrua. PreT10ua to the intro-
duction ot e courso in v1reles. telegraphy. Protes.or S. h. Grat ot Oregon
Agricultural Colle.;:e had transllJi ttecS. and neei ved virele.. .e..ages in _
Corvall1. ueini a s~ark coil tor tranamitter an~ a cOberer tor receiver.

-

Dur1I16 the period ot enclU11.1-1t'1enton the campua during Worla. War I
in8truction in virele... on a practical buie. V&I given by Wr. Willi. Duane
Pe8.1e;y ot the Electrical £ngineer1ng Department. Atter the cloee ot the
var, until Dr. Weniger'. return to the campus in 1920. there vas no
Institutional activit7 in wirele.s.

Upon Dr. lJleniger' a return there v88 again a de1Iand, b)" a Croup
ot student. includinc a number at ex-Na'VYoperator.. tor in.truction in
virele.8 and tor a v1rele.8 station. AccordiJ18l)" the course vas again
gi yen and veU attended. In 1921-22 the vork in vireles. 11'&8assigned to
Mr. Jacob Jordan. a new instructor in the Physics Department. Mr. Jordan
had at that time £treat interest. and cousiderable experience. in amateur
radio.

Durin. the period 1920-22, a spark. set tranami tter vas built
and operated on a vavelength of 315 metera under the call 1YJ. An operating
license vas issued b, the U. fl. Department ot Co:merce. The wireless
.tation vu located in a Ph)"sics laboratory on the north wins ot the second
tloor ot Apperson HaU. Operation at the station started about October 8,
1921. Durill£ the floods ot JOTe1llber11 to IOYember 22, 192J., the station
handled cammUD1cationa tor Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Comp8n7, the Western
Union, OreCon A«r1cultural CoUege. and tor JI.&DyCoI"Yall1. ci t1ans .

Late in 1921 Nr. Jacob Jordan began experiments on the transmis8ion
ot apeeCh and muale by ra410 telephone. On tho.e d8;ys mone,. was scarce and
mucb of tbe necesaary equipment vas una'Ya11able on the market, so Mr. Jordan
built most ot the equipment. A t1tt7-vatt home-made transaitter resulted
trOJt hie vork and experiments.

e
Moat ot the intormation h$reln given was taken trou. "The Economic and

Technical Aspects at Radio Station KOAC"a thesis wr1tten in 1931 b)" Protessor
Grant b. Feikert, nw ehlet EDgine.r of Radio KOAC.lCOAC-TV,and other
.tations ot the Systea.




