The Development of Redio Station KOAC in the

Department of Fhysics

The first course in radio at Oregon Agricultural College was
given in 1913-14 by the late Dr. Willibald Weniger, Professor and Head of
the Physics Department et that time. The course, which was designated
Wireless Telegraphy, 222, was introduced as the result of a reguest, by
five students, for such a course. A spark-type transmitter was built and
operated by the class on the Oregon State Campus. Previous to the intro-
duction of a course in wireless telegraphy, Professor S, H. Graf of Oregon
Agricultural College had transmitted and received wireless messages in n
Corvallis using a2 spark coil for transmitter and a cocherer for receiver.

During the period of encampment on the campus during World War I
instruction in wireless, on a practical basis, was given by Mr. Willis Duane
Pessley of the Electrical Engineering Department. After the close of the
war, until Dr, Weniger's return to the campus in 1920, there was no
Institutional activity in wireless.

Upon Dr. Weniger's return there was again a demand, by & group
of students including & number of ex-Navy operators, for instruction in
vireless and for e wireless station. Accordingly the course was again
given and well attended. In 1921-22 the work in wireless was assigned to
Mr. Jacob Jordan, a new instructor in the Physics Department. Mr. Jordan
had at that time great interest, and considersble experience, in amatewr
radio.

During the period 1920-22, a spark set transmitter wes built
and operated on a wavelength of 375 meters under the call TYJ. An opersting
license wes issued by the U. S. Department of Commerce. The wireless
station was located in a Physics laboratory on the north wing of the second
floor of Apperson Hall., Operation of the station started about October 8,
1921. During the floods of November 1l to November 22, 1921, the station
handled communications for Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company, the Western
Union, Oregon Agricultural College, and for many Corvallis citizens.

_ Late in 1921 Mr. Jacob Jordan began experiments on the transmission
of speech and music by redio telephone. On those days money was scarce and
much of the necessary equipment was unavailable on the market, so Mr, Jordan
built most of the equipment. A fifty-watt home-made transmitter resulted

from his work and experiments.

‘Mnst of the information herein given was taken from "The Economic and
Technical Aspects of Radio Station KOAC" a thesis writtenm in 1937 by Professor
Grant 5. Felkert, now chief Engineer of Radio KOAC, KOAC-TV, and other
stations of the Bystem.







